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1. Band History / Biographical Information

1.1 Who were/are Tears For Fears?

From 1981 until 1990, Tears For Fears was a duo consisting of Roland Orzabal (guitar/vocals) and Curt Smith (bass/vocals). Together, they released three full-length albums: The Hurting (1983), Songs From The Big Chair (1985), and The Seeds Of Love (1989). The first two albums also listed Ian Stanley (keyboards) and Manny Elias (drums) as band members. Citing creative differences, Smith and Orzabal parted ways following the Seeds Of Love tour in 1990. Roland continued working under the TFF moniker until 1996, releasing four albums; Tears Roll Down (Greatest Hits 82-92) (1992), Elemental (1993), Raoul And The Kings Of Spain (1995), and Saturnine Martial & Lunatic (1996). Roland and Curt reconciled their differences in 2000 and eventually got to work on a new album, Everybody Loves A Happy Ending, released in 2004.

1.2 How/when was Tears For Fears formed?

Roland and Curt formed Tears For Fears in 1981 after the breakup of their previous band Graduate (more info in the Graduate FAQ). They both had become frustrated with being constantly outvoted within the band in regards to its musical direction, and as a result they decided to go it alone.

1.3 Where does the name "Tears For Fears" come from?

The expression "tears for fears" is a reference to Primal Therapy. The basic idea is that you cleanse yourself of fears through the expression of emotions, or shedding of tears. Curt apparently nicked the phrase from the Arthur Janov book Prisoners Of Pain, a publication that turned out to have a major influence on the themes behind their debut album The Hurting.

1.4 Were any other band names considered?

As a matter of fact, yes! Roland and Curt have disclosed in interviews that they considered calling themselves by a variety of names before the TFF moniker was adopted, including "Ideas As Opiates", "The Upside Down Clinic", and "History Of Headaches".

1.5 Exactly who is Roland Orzabal?

Roland Jaime Orzabal de la Quintana was born on August 22, 1961. Although Roland is of French, Spanish, and Argentinian lineage, he was raised near Bath, England and still has a home in the area. He has two brothers, Carlos & Julian, and some half-siblings. He also has a wife (Caroline) and two sons (Raoul and Pascal). An interesting aside is that Roland's original name was Raoul, but his mother changed it to Roland two weeks after he was born because it sounded more "English".

1.6 Exactly who is Curt Smith?

Curt Smith was born on June 24, 1961 and grew up in Bath, England. His mother apparently named him after the actor Curt Jürgens. Curt is currently married to his second wife, Frances. His first marriage ended in divorce. Curt and Frances have two daughters, Diva and Wilder. Curt asks that fans please respect his daughters' privacy.

1.7 Why did Curt Smith leave Tears For Fears in 1990?

There are often many diverse circumstances that lead to the split of any musical group, but the chic term to describe them is usually "creative differences", and creative differences it was in this case. Both Roland and Curt have their own sides of the story: Curt's being that he became disillusioned during the recording of The Seeds Of Love and its subsequent tour, and Roland's being that this was eventually going to happen anyway since (in his opinion) TFF was becoming a one-man show. An issue involving management and debts that Roland and Curt disagreed on didn't help matters any. Basically, both men grew too far apart creatively and personally to continue working together in a sane manner.

1.8 What circumstances caused Roland and Curt to reunite in 2000?

According to Curt, shortly after it happened:

Mutual acquaintances have been trying to get the two of us working together again for quite a while, but until now neither of us felt it would work. The reason for the change? Hard to pin down. We spoke for the first time in 8 or 9 years during some business transactions last year - the upshot of which is that we started sending each other material that we'd been working on. While I was in the UK early this year we decided to get together for a couple of days to talk about music and the emotional feasibility of us working together again. We both seemed to have the same ideas for a joint project and emotionally it was fine. Whether it's age or enough water under the bridge I don't know and don't really care - if it works it works and only time will tell if that's the case.
The new album released in September 2004 is a good sign that this is the case.

1.9 Yeah, but I read in <insert rag here> that TFF are only back together to cash in on Gary Jules' success with the 'Mad World' cover. Is this true?

Well, considering that Roland and Curt announced that they were in contact and once again writing together in early 2000, and Gary Jules didn't even record his version of 'Mad World' until a full year later…you do the math. There's no question that both Roland and Curt are very fond of Jules' cover, but its chart success is merely a nice compliment to the release of the new TFF album, not the raison d'etre. This may just be a case of certain publications attempting to write off TFF as just another washed up 1980's relic going for a reunion money grab.

1.10 Why didn't TFF appear at the Live Aid concert in 1985?

Despite their name being printed on the back of the festival t-shirts, TFF chose not to appear at the famous Live Aid charity concert, choosing instead to donate proceeds from select Big Chair tour dates to the famine relief effort. Their official reason for pulling out was that they had lost members of their backing band and could not perform. Later though, Roland admitted that the band had questioned the motives of concert organizer Bob Geldof. The band were also not thrilled with the fact that TFF had been announced as one of the acts without their consent. In the end, the band felt somewhat guilty for not appearing at the festival, and contributed a re-recorded version of 'Everybody Wants To Rule The World' to Bob Geldof's "Sport Aid" campaign the following year.

2. The Releases

2.1 How many singles/albums have Tears For Fears released?

In the UK, a total of 26 chart-eligible singles and 8 albums have been issued under the TFF name. The USA has seen only 15 commercial single releases. This number tends to vary for other countries. Note that I'm not counting the wave of rehashed compilation discs that Universal has released over the past couple years without TFF's consent or involvement. For more information about all of TFF's official releases, visit the discography.

2.2 What was Tears For Fears' first official release?

TFF released their debut single 'Suffer The Children' in November 1981. This was a UK only release and was issued on both 7" and 12" vinyl. The a-side was one of two songs featured on the original demo tape that the duo submitted to Phonogram earlier in the year (the other being 'Pale Shelter'). The b-side was 'Wino', a short, acoustic tinged song that to this date hasn't been issued on compact disc.

2.3 Tell me about Tears For Fears' first album!

TFF's debut album was The Hurting, released in March 1983. The LP would eventually go to #1 in the UK charts and spawn three top-5 singles. The Hurting could be considered TFF's only true concept album, as references to emotional distress and Primal Therapy are found in nearly every song.

2.4 Who is the boy on the cover of The Hurting and 'Suffer The Children'?
He was a local from Bath, UK named "Gebby". That's all that is known about him at this point. If you're thinking he might be Roland or Curt's son – he's not. That would've been nearly impossible anyway, since Roland and Curt were only 20 years old at the time the photo of Gebby was taken.

2.5 But my copy of The Hurting doesn't have a boy on the front cover!

You may have the original USA pressing of the album. At the time of its release, Mercury Records made the decision that a giant sleeve photo of a sobbing child may not be commercial enough, and so it was replaced with the "duck pond" shot of Roland and Curt (also found on the Mad World UK single). This sleeve was also issued in a handful of other countries around the world, including Canada and Germany.

2.6 What's up with this "new version" of 'Change'?

The UK cassette version of The Hurting as well as certain copies of the 'Change' 12" single contained a track referred to as 'Change (New Version)'. The track, however, is actually an early version of 'Change' dating back to the Mike Howlett produced sessions. The band was apparently not happy with it, and the song was re-recorded for The Hurting. Why this track was released at all is unknown.

2.7 I've heard about some "fishnet" sleeve for 'Change'.  Is it rare?

You bet. The Change 'Fishnet' picture sleeve has for many years been known as the holy grail of TFF collecting. It derives its nickname from the net behind Roland & Curt in the sleeve photo. This same design was used for the Mad World USA release and was intended to be used for the Change UK release, but either TFF, Mercury Records, or both changed their minds at the last minute and the sleeve was pulled. Not, however, before a handful of them made their way onto the open market. The common belief among collectors for much of the past 20 years was that only the sleeve itself escaped Mercury headquarters, however copies with an accompanying record have recently turned up. Whether these records did or did not originally belong to the sleeve is unknown.

The Change 'Fishnet' sleeve is known to exist in three variations: 7" paper sleeve, 7" glossy card sleeve, & 12" glossy card sleeve.

2.8 Which TFF song has the most different remixes/edits?

By my count, that would be 'Shout' with fifteen significantly different official remixes and edits. This count does not include unofficial remixes, such as those done by Razormaid.

2.9 Why did it take so long to release The Seeds Of Love?

Although it’s common these days for established bands to wait three years between album releases, this practice was considered career suicide during the 1980s. TFF likely didn’t intend to spend three years on Seeds, but a number of factors came into play. Roland and Curt first went through three different producers before deciding to produce themselves. Curt was also dealing with some tough personal issues at the time. Perhaps above all, the main reason was the duo's perfectionist attitude (especially Roland). It has been said that upwards of £1,000,000 was spent on the recording of the album.

2.10 My copy of Raoul And The Kings Of Spain has a different track listing. Why?

Tears For Fears switched labels from Mercury / Polygram to Sony in 1995, shortly before the release of the RATKOS album. However, Mercury had already issued advance promotional copies of the album with a slightly different track listing. On the planned Mercury release, 'Queen Of Compromise' replaces 'Humdrum And Humble' and 'I Choose You.' According to Roland:

I lived with the album for many months and although I have nothing against the track "QOC", I felt that the running order meant that the end wasn't as dynamic as the beginning. Inserting the two new tracks has made me extremely happy with the end product.

2.11 Okay, then why was Saturnine Martial & Lunatic released on Mercury?

Mercury Records still owned the rights to all pre-RATKOS TFF material and decided to go ahead with the release of this rarities compilation in 1996. Roland said in a 1995 online chat session that he doubted this album would ever get released due to him switching labels. It did, however, and you'll notice that there are no RATKOS-era b-sides on the compilation.

2.12 What the heck is 'The Way You Are' and why is it not on any real album? 

'The Way You Are' was a between albums single that TFF released in December 1983. It was a tune they had been playing live on the Hurting tour, and when the record company asked for a new single, this was the song they chose. Its odd, rhythmic synthesizer sound turned out not to be much of a hit, the single reaching only #24 in the UK charts. This single was not released in the USA. Roland and Curt have made no compromises regarding their hate for the song, both agreeing that this was the point at which they realized a change of musical direction was necessary. The song was not included on the Tears Roll Down (Greatest Hits 82-92) compilation and didn't show up on compact disc until the release of the rarities disc Saturnine Martial & Lunatic.

2.13 What is 'Rhythm Of Life'?

'Rhythm Of Life' was a song written by Roland and Nicky Holland, originally intended for release on The Seeds Of Love. However, Roland never arrived at a version of the song that he was happy with, and it got scrapped. Oleta Adams later released her version of the song on her debut album Circle Of One.

2.14 Have TFF officially released any cover songs?

Yes, TFF have officially released three cover songs: 'Sea Song' (Robert Wyatt), 'Ashes To Ashes' (David Bowie), and 'Creep' (Radiohead). The first two can be found on Saturnine Martial & Lunatic, while 'Creep' can be found on UK and European 'RATKOS' singles and the USA 'God's Mistake' single. They have also played numerous cover versions live on tour that have not formally been recorded or released, including the Peter Gabriel songs 'Don’t Give Up' & 'Digging in the Dirt, U2’s 'Sunday Bloody Sunday', Oasis’ 'Don't Look Back In Anger', and most recently REM’s ‘Man On The Moon.’ Curt was also known to play Radiohead’s ‘Fake Plastic Trees’ on occasion with his band Mayfield.

2.15 Who or what was 'Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams'?

JP&TBOD was an alias Roland used in 1991 to release a two track single of the same name. The song originates from the Seeds Of Love sessions, where it eventually found its way onto the 'Advice For The Young At Heart' single as a b-side. The track got some surprise play in clubs, leading to its remixing by electronic act Fluke. JP&TBOD would become a minor hit, cracking the UK top 75 and reaching #1 in the dance charts. Fluke's remix of the song was later included on the Saturnine Martial & Lunatic compilation.

2.16 What are those strange acronyms that I see fans using all the time?

It’s often easier, when referring to a lengthy song or album title, to use abbreviations. Here are some of the most common:

AFTYAH = Advice For The Young At Heart

AITP = Always In The Past

BIDA = Break It Down Again

CMM = Call Me Mellow

CTTH = Closest Thing To Heaven

DABFD = Dog’s A Best Friend’s Dog

DDTW = Don’t Drink The Water

ELAHE = Everybody Loves A Happy Ending

EWTRTW = Everybody Wants To Rule The World

FOOW = Fish Out Of Water

FTLOC = For The Love Of Cain

HOH = Head Over Heels

JPATBOD = Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams

KWK = Killing With Kindness

MAMBI = Me And My Big Ideas

MLITSR = My Life In The Suicide Ranks

RATKOS = Raoul And The Kings Of Spain

SFTBC = Songs From The Big Chair

SML = Saturnine Martial & Lunatic

SOTCOTTW = Standing On The Corner Of The Third World

STSOL = Sowing The Seeds Of Love

TMOR = The Madness Of Roland

TRD = Tears Roll Down

TSOL = The Seeds Of Love

TTTW = Ticket To The World

TWYA = The Way You Are

WILWABM = When In Love With A Blind Man

WIC = Woman In Chains

YOTK = Year Of The Knife

3. Solo Projects

3.1 Tell me about Roland's solo work.

Roland has released one official solo album – Tomcats Screaming Outside (2001) – and two singles, 'Low Life' and 'For The Love Of Cain'. Of course, Roland was essentially a solo artist throught the entire decade of the 1990's, but all of his releases from that period had the Tears For Fears name on them.

3.2 Has Roland done any session work for other artists?

Yes. In addition to producing Oleta Adams and Emiliana Torrini, Roland has twice appeared on another artist's album. He played guitar and provided backing vocals on the Ric Ocasek single 'Emotion In Motion' (1986) and also played guitar on the Colourfield tracks 'Running Away' and 'Confession' (1987).

3.3 Tell me about Curt's solo work.

Curt released his first solo album – Soul On Board – in 1993 to lackluster reviews and worse sales figures. The album is a collection of sugar sweet, middle-of-the-road pop that doesn't take any chances (except on the rap-laden track 'Come The Revolution', which fails miserably). The album was not released in the USA, and for good reason: Curt can't stand it to this day. He claims it was merely a tool used to get out of his recording contract. After spending a couple years away from music, Curt re-emerged with a new band in New York City. They called themselves "Mayfield" (after the sickeningly cute play-on-words "Curt is Mayfield") and did some gigging around in clubs before putting together a demo tape of ten new songs. In 1997, these ten songs comprised Mayfield's self-titled debut release, issued on Curt's own Zerodisc Records label. At some point, Curt decided that all future albums would be released under the "Curt Smith" name to limit confusion among vendors. The first of these, the Aeroplane EP, followed in 2000. Curt has finished work on his forthcoming solo album Halfway, Pleased but will wait until the current TFF circus dies down before he releases it. The demos for this album can be heard at Curt's official site.

3.4 Has Curt done any session work for other artists?

According to Jon Ettinger, Curt was brought in to play bass on The Jesus & Mary Chain's debut album Psychocandy, but things didn't work out. He has since donated his talents to a couple of charity singles. One of these was 'Sailing' by the supergroup calling themselves "Rock Against Repatriation". The single was released in early 1990 and was a cover version of the old Rod Stewart song. This was a benefit to call attention to the Vietnamese boat people living in refugee camps in Hong Kong.

4. Album Credits & Related Artists

4.1 Who are Graduate?

See the Graduate FAQ (section 5) for more details.

4.2 Who are Neon?

Neon was the band fronted by Pete Byrne (later of Naked Eyes) that both Roland and Curt were touring members of at one point in 1981. This was immediately after the breakup of Graduate and before the formation of Tears For Fears. Neon recorded two songs with Roland and Curt, though nothing featuring them has ever been officially released. The split of this act led to the formations of Naked Eyes and Tears For Fears.

4.3 Is the Caroline Orzabal credited on The Hurting related to Roland?

Yes, that is Roland's wife. Caroline sang the "la la la" child's vocal section on 'Suffer The Children.'

4.4 Who is Ian Stanley?

Ian Stanley was a keyboardist/writer/producer for TFF from 1982-1988. The first two albums credited him as a member of the band. Ian was perhaps the person most influential in exposing Roland and Curt to keyboards and synthesizers, even loaning out use of his eight-track studio to help get them started. Ian took part in both the Hurting and Big Chair tours, and was featured in five of TFF's promotional videos as well as Mancrab's 'Fish For Life' video. Since parting ways with the TFF camp, Ian has gone on to produce such acts as Human League, Howard Jones, The Pretenders, and Tori Amos.

4.5 Who is Manny Elias?

Manny Elias was a former member of the rock band "Interview" who drummed on The Hurting and Songs From The Big Chair and participated in their subsequent tours. He was credited as a member of TFF on those two albums. Manny is featured in six of TFF's promotional videos and has writing credits on 'The Way You Are' and 'The Working Hour'. After parting ways with TFF, Elias has provided percussion on albums from such artists as Peter Gabriel, Peter Hammill, and Julian Lennon.

4.6 Who is Chris Hughes?

Chris Hughes, a longtime acquaintance of both Roland and Curt, produced the first two Tears For Fears albums and co-wrote a handful of songs with Roland. He began production on The Seeds Of Love as well, but was dismissed after what the Seeds liner notes describe as a "huge row" between him and Roland. Hughes does get a drum credit on the track 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love' and a thank you in the liner notes of the album (along with Ian Stanley) for helping "show TFF the way". Hughes has produced many artists aside from TFF, including Adam & The Ants, Robert Plant, Ric Ocasek, and Paul McCartney. In 1999, Hughes handled the remastering of the first three TFF albums for re-release on the Universal label. He released a solo album Shift in 1994.

4.7 Who is Andy Davis?

Andy Davis was a former member of prog-rock outfit "Stackridge" who toured with TFF in support of their first three albums. Davis was also a member of "Korgis" along with former Graduate guitarist John Baker. He is probably best known in TFF circles for playing the grand piano on 'The Working Hour' and 'Head Over Heels', as well as the short intro to the Going To California concert 'Women Of Ireland'. He also appeared playing guitar in one of TFF's promotional videos, the first version of 'Mothers Talk' in 1984. Davis was most recently seen playing guitar on Goldfrapp's album Black Cherry (2003). He has released two solo albums of his own: Clevedon Pier (1989) and Artistry (1995).

4.8 Who is William Gregory?

Will Gregory is the saxophonist best known for his outstanding arrangements on 'The Working Hour' and 'I Believe'. He participated in TFF's 1985 Big Chair tour and is featured in the promotional video for 'I Believe' (Roland yells out his name in the song). Gregory is currently one-half of the British duo "Goldfrapp". He has also done session work in the past for acts such as The Cure, Peter Gabriel, and Portishead.

4.9 Who is Leonard Apple?

Leonard Apple was apparently an alter ego of Roland's. His major credit is found on the 'I Believe' single, where the reverse of the picture sleeve features the cryptic phrase "Leonard Apple was a good boy at school." The single also credits Mr. Apple for the sleeve photography, which is a self-portrait of Roland in a hotel room. Roland mentioned possibly naming his next album "Leonard Apple's UnGodly Hour" during his 1995 AOL chat session, but now doesn't seem to remember doing so.

4.10 Who or what is "Mancrab"?

Mancrab was a side project that Roland and Ian Stanley collaborated on in 1986. They wrote and produced one song called 'Fish For Life', which was released as a single and featured on the Karate Kid Part 2 soundtrack. The song featured a lead vocalist named Eddie Thomas (credited as Eddie Jnr. on the single sleeve) who previously had his fifteen minutes of fame as one of the dancers in the 'Everybody Wants To Rule The World' video. According to Ian Stanley, the name "Mancrab" is supposed to represent a sort of melding of humans and technology. At least that's what the press release says. The single was released on the United Artists label, but it did not chart on either side of the Atlantic and has been largely forgotten.

4.11 Who is the woman vocalist featured prominently on The Seeds Of Love?

That would be Oleta Adams, a formerly unknown lounge singer who Roland and Curt "discovered" in the bar of a Kansas City hotel while on the Big Chair tour. They had to pay $1.50 to get into the bar because she was singing that night. Roland and Curt were amazed at her talent and how, according to Curt, “it didn’t make sense that here we were at number one in America and there is Oleta who is a phenomenal talent just singing in a bar.” After recording for The Seeds Of Love hit a snag, the boys went off in search of Adams for the purposes of "authenticating their soul." They found her, and asked her to sing on the album and perform with TFF on the subsequent tour. Roland would go on to produce her debut album Circle Of One in 1990. Oleta has since released four more proper albums - Evolution (1993), Movin' On (1995), Come Walk With Me (1997), and All The Love (2001) - and one compilation - The Very Best Of Oleta Adams (1998). She also appeared in a duet with Roland on the 1995 TFF track 'Me And My Big Ideas'.

4.12 Is the Phil Collins credited on 'Woman In Chains' who I think he is?

Well, I can't speak for who you think he is, but the Phil Collins that drummed on the album's opening track is indeed the same former member of Genesis, solo star, and enemy of South Park fans around the globe. According to Curt in a 'Rock Over London' interview, he and Roland always talked about how 'Woman In Chains' needed Phil Collins drums, and when they asked him to do it, he said yes. Curt asked him if he should book a few weeks in a particular studio and Phil said “what do we need two weeks for, let’s do it in one afternoon." Phil came in during the late morning, and they were done for tea!

4.13 Who is Nicky Holland?

Nicky Holland was Roland's primary songwriting partner for much of the material on the Seeds Of Love album. She initially became acquainted with Roland and Curt when her band "The Escape" supported TFF on the Hurting tour. After this band broke up, Holland was offered the opportunity to tour with TFF as a keyboardist in support of the Big Chair album. Her first recorded contribution came on TFF's cover of 'Sea Song'; Holland played piano on and helped write the arrangement for the song. She would go on to co-write five of the eight songs on The Seeds Of Love as well as play piano and sing on the album. Nicky Holland has released two solo albums – Nicky Holland (1991) and Sense And Sensuality (1997).

4.14 Who is Neil Taylor?

Neil Taylor is another guy that has a long history of association with TFF. He first appeared in the pre-TFF act "Neon" as a guitarist, and was replaced by Roland when he left the band in 1981. Taylor is probably most famous in TFF circles for his one-take guitar solo on 'Everybody Wants To Rule The World'. He also played on much of the Seeds Of Love album and appeared on the subsequent tour. Aside from his work with TFF, Taylor has worked with a multitude of artists as a session musician, including Tina Turner and Kylie Minogue. He also played on Curt's 1993 solo album Soul On Board. Neil is best known today as Robbie Williams' session and tour guitarist.

4.15 Who is Alan Griffiths?

Alan was originally a replacement guitarist on the Big Chair tour (and former member of "The Escape") who became Roland's writing and production partner after Curt left the duo. Although Griffiths co-wrote all but four songs on the Elemental and RATKOS albums, he was never officially credited as a "member" of TFF. Most recently, Alan assisted with the production of Roland's solo effort Tomcats Screaming Outside (2001) and also did some work on Seal's latest release Seal IV (2003).

4.16 Is the John Baker credited on Elemental the same that was in Graduate?

Yes. Roland and John remained friends over the years, and as a result Baker provided backing vocals on 'Cold' and 'Break It Down Again.' John currently fronts "The Blue Meanies" and was at one time a member of British band "The Korgis". This is not the same John Baker that was a founding member of "The Charlatans UK."

4.17 Who is Gail Ann Dorsey?

Gail Ann Dorsey is a session bass player who first appeared with TFF on 1993's Elemental tour. She played on the RATKOS album and was featured in promotional videos for 'Break It Down Again' and 'Goodnight Song'.  Dorsey has released three solo albums - The Corporate World (1989), Rude Blue (1992), and I Used To Be (2004). She is currently acting as David Bowie's regular bassist. In addition to TFF and Bowie, Gail has done session work with a number of artists including Joan Baez, Michael Hutchence, and Concrete Blonde.

4.18 Who is Nick D'Virgilio?

Nick D'Virgilio is best known as the drummer for prog-rock outfit "Spock's Beard." He drummed for TFF on the RATKOS and Happy Ending tours and played drums on Roland's solo album Tomcats Screaming Outside. D'Virgilio released a solo album of his own – Karma (2001) – under the name "NDV".

4.19 Who is Emiliana Torrini?

Emiliana Torrini is a half-Icelandic, half-Italian singer/songwriter whose first internationally released album – Love In The Time Of Science (2000) – was produced by Roland in his "Neptune’s Kitchen" studio. She does not have a direct connection with the Tears For Fears name, although two of the songs on her debut were penned by Roland and Alan Griffiths. Emiliana had recorded two prior albums, but these were released only in Iceland and are very rare: they have apparently sold for $100+ a piece on eBay. She also had the honor of recording the vocal for 'Gollum's Song' featured in Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers, and her video for the song is available on the film's DVD release. In the Tomcats Screaming Outside EPK, there is a nice quote from Roland about how Torrini "rejuvenated" him, and how some of her influences can be heard on the Tomcats album.

4.20 Who is Charlton Pettus?

Charlton Pettus has been Curt's close friend and songwriting partner for some years now. Pettus co-produced the Mayfield album with Curt, and also played guitar on the album. He is currently working with Roland and Curt as a producer and touring member of TFF. Pettus has also done production work for other artists, such as Marry Me Jane, Taylor Dayne, and most recently Hilary Duff!

5. Graduate

5.1 Who was Graduate?

Graduate was a five piece power-pop band that formed in the late 1970's. The group featured Roland Orzabal (guitar/keyboards/vocals), Curt Smith (bass/synths/vocals), John Baker (guitar/vocals), Andy Marsden (drums), and Steve Buck (keyboards/flute). They got their name from the cover of Simon & Garfunkel's 'Mrs. Robinson' (found on the Graduate original movie soundtrack) that they used to play live as a show opener. Graduate released one 10-song album – Acting My Age (1980) – and a handful of singles. Although not a true ska band, they were marketed as one by their label in an effort to cash in on the "mod revival" movement. Their first commercial single release 'Elvis Should Play Ska' is actually the only ska-sounding song on the album.

5.2 Why did Graduate disband?

As the story goes, Roland and Curt were unhappy at being constantly outvoted on band decisions despite being Graduate's main creative force. According to Curt in 1983:

I suppose Pye thought we were young and commercial for the time and could make a bit of money out of us. But we gave up half way through when we decided we didn't like being in bands. It was a worthwhile lesson and hopefully neither of us will ever be in a group again. In its place we decided to form a much looser act, that didn't parade under a so-called democratic banner when it was really just a case of "It's my band so play what I tell you" kind of fascism. Especially when Roland and I were the only two creative members of the band. So what we decided to do was leave and create our own thing, deciding to use whichever backing musicians we wanted whenever we wanted, leaving them free to go off and do whatever else they wanted to do in between and so on.
5.3 What is 'Mad One'? Is it an early version of 'Mad World'?

No! This info was incorrectly printed in an older version of the Tears For Fears discography. 'Mad One' was Graduate's first recorded song and was issued on a single along with the track 'Somebody Put Out The Fire'. The single was not a commercial release, but rather was created to promote a license plate business! 

In July 1979, Graduate spent three days in Bath's Crescent Studios getting to grips with the recording process. From this session, Mad One / Somebody Put Out The Fire was singled out for release as a 45 on the small indie label Blue Hat. Graduate wrote 'Mad One' after being commissioned to do so by Tony Hill, an eccentric man with a successful car number plate business. Mr. Hill offered to pay for the studio time if the band would agree to write and record a song about him. He owned a car with the license plate "MAD 1", hence the title of the song. Only a few dozen copies of the single were pressed, and those were most likely used to promote Mr. Hill's business. Over the years, a handful of these have found their way onto the open market, but this remains easily the scarcest TFF/related single in existence. Contrary to information included in past versions of the TFF Discography, 'Mad One' is NOT an early version of 'Mad World'. According to Andy Marsden, the b-side 'Somebody Put Out The Fire' is an old song that had been a part of Graduate's repetoire since 1977, long before Curt joined the band. This is the only known Graduate recording to feature John Baker on lead vocals.

5.4 What is 'Elvis Should Play Ska' about?

'Elvis Should Play Ska' was Graduate's first single on the Pye label and was the marketing tool Pye used to justify dressing the boys up in zoot suits for concerts and promotional photos. According to Andy Marsden:

We happened to be around at the end of the 70's along with a number of ska influenced groups such as Selector, Bad Manners, Madness etc. but we were not "Two Tone" (as ska was called then). Roland had heard an interview given by Elvis Costello where he said that all ska groups at that time were simply "one hit wonders" trying to cash-in on the mod revival. Rol felt that his comments were sour grapes because a lot of the songs in the charts at that time were doing better than Elvis Costello's songs. Because of this, Rol wrote 'Elvis Should Play Ska'. In other words – stop moaning and write a ska song yourself. It was basically a mickey-take, but because it was written in a ska fashion, the record company latched onto the "ska" thing. No other Graduate songs were similar, but Pye Records decided to package the band with that image, and even took us down the King's Road in Chelsea to choose zoot suits. 

5.5 I have a copy of Acting My Age with only 8 songs on it. What is this?

In 1986, after TFF had become a worldwide phenomenon, Precision Records decided to cash in by re-releasing some of the Graduate material on an 8-track 10" EP. This record uses the same picture sleeve as the original Acting My Age LP, but advertises "Featuring Curt Smith & Roland Orzabal" on the front. The track order is a bit different, and two of the songs from the original LP – 'Bad Dreams' and 'Shut Up' – are not included on this release.

5.6 Has Graduate material ever been officially released on compact disc?

Yes, twice. The first came in 1991 when the German label Sequel Records issued an 11-track cd simply titled Graduate. This disc featured the tracklisting from the Acting My Age re-release, bookended by two incarnations of 'Shut Up'. (The second one is labeled as an instrumental version, but there is no audible difference between the two.) The disc also features the previously unreleased song 'I See Through You'. The second cd release came in 2001, when Sanctuary Records issued a 19-track disc featuring the entire original Acting My Age LP, plus the non-album single 'Ambition', the rarity 'I See Through You', and seven other unreleased demo songs from a planned second album. All tracks on this release are remastered, and it comes complete with some stunning artwork.

6. Behind The Music

6.1 Tell me more about "Primal Scream Therapy".

Well, first of all the term "Primal Scream Therapy" is a classic misnomer. The process itself is simply called Primal Therapy, but it has been combined with the title of Arthur Janov's first book Primal Scream in some circles. The therapy, invented by Janov, involves the reliving of past traumas in an effort to better learn how to deal with your feelings. A better-detailed description of Primal Therapy than I could ever write is housed at http://www.primal.bc.ca/ptfaq.htm. Roland and Curt were both very enthralled with Janov's theories, and it eventually became their lifelong goal to travel to America for the purpose of receiving Primal Therapy. The Hurting was created as a means to this end – a way to introduce Janov's ideas to the mainstream while making enough money to foot the bill for such a venture.

6.2 'Mad World' is a pretty big deal these days.  What is it about?

According to the sleeve notes in the remastered version of The Hurting, Roland wrote 'Mad World' at the age of 18 while sitting in his flat, looking out at the Bath city centre. The song is basically just a record of his observations from watching the people down below his building.

6.3 Where does the title Songs From The Big Chair originate?

"Songs From The Big Chair" is a reference to the 1976 television movie Sybil, starring Sally Field. Field plays a woman with a severe case of personality disorder (16 different personalities in all) who only feels comfortable when sitting in her psychiatrist's big chair. She had developed this disorder as the result of a harrowing childhood, so it's easy to see why this movie struck a chord with Roland and Curt. (Ironically, during the mid 1990's, the authors of the original story “Sybil” admitted that much of the work was a hoax!)

6.4 What is Roland going on about in 'Mothers Talk'?

A couple things, actually. The song is probably the closest TFF have come to a political anthem and is loosely based on the evils of nuclear power. The line "when the wind blows" is a clear reference to Raymond Briggs' similarly titled comic novel on the subject of nuclear war. As if to further clarify this point, the 'Mothers Talk' USA video is centered on a hyperactive father preparing a bomb shelter for his family. The other lyric of note, "my features form with a change in the weather", is a reference to the old wives tale that if you're "pulling faces" and the wind changes, your face will stick like that. Hence the title "Mothers Talk".

The song also apparently nicks a line from playwright Joe Orton. The last line of Orton's 1969 farce What The Butler Saw reads:

"Let us put our clothes on and face the world."
The play is basically about Dr. Prentice, a psychotherapist who runs an asylum and attempts to seduce Geraldine, a young woman applying for the position of his secretary. As he is about to close the deal, Mrs. Prentice returns from a trip, accompanied by Nicholas, a young man who attempted to rape her in her hotel. She has taken pity on him because of his rough boyhood, and she tries to convince her husband to hire Nicholas as his secretary. Into this mess walks Dr. Rance, a bumbling and malicious mental health facility inspector. In order to explain why there is a naked woman--Geraldine--on his therapy couch, Prentice tells him a series of lies, which lead to all kinds of antics, including druggings, cross-dressing, and the commitment of several characters. Ultimately the play is about the desperate and immature behavior of those living under the whims of bumbling despots on power trips--a theme certainly echoed in Mothers Talk.

6.5 Is 'Shout' a protest song?

According to Roland – sort of. It's has a double meaning: on one hand, it gets across the point that you need to express your opinions in a democracy; on the other, it's yet another reference to Janov's Primal Scream book.

6.6 What is the "Great White Hope" mentioned in 'Woman In Chains'?

The "Great White Hope" was originally a nickname given to James Jeffries, a white boxer defeated by the first black heavyweight champion, Jack Johnson, in 1910. A movie with the same title starring James Earl Jones (1970) was loosely based on this story. In the 'Woman In Chains' video, the protagonist's husband is a boxer and also a domestic abuser. It's possible this line is a metaphorical reference to domestic abuse.

6.7 Is 'Woman In Chains' a feminist anthem?

According to Roland – again, sort of. It could be interpreted that way, but Roland's original idea behind the song was a reference to the feminine side in men, with a plea to "free her." As Roland said in an MTV Europe interview:

It’s about sexism to a certain degree.
6.8 Who are the "boys back in 628" mentioned in 'Badman's Song'?

As the story goes, TFF had just played a show at Denver Red Rocks on the Big Chair tour, and were back at their hotel. Now generally, the band booked a party room at each stop, and it just so happened that this night the room was adjacent to Roland's. The noise was keeping him up, so before he called over to tell the loudmouths to shut up, he put his ear to the wall just to make sure he had the right people – and when he did, he heard certain members of the crew slagging him and the band. Hence the line "here's to the boys back in 628, where an ear to the wall was a twist of fate." Roland came up with the chorus the next day, and was actually complimented on the lyrics by one of the offending crew members at that evening's soundcheck!

6.9 Who is "Politician Granny" as mentioned in 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love'?

Margaret Thatcher. Roland was upset that Thatcher had been re-elected and wanted to write a protest song, which is how 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love' came about.

6.10 What does Roland mean by "Kick out the Style! Bring back the Jam!"?

The band named "The Jam" was popular trio in the late 1970's and early 1980's that made punk-rock left wing political music. Their chief songwriter, Paul Weller, began to develop an interest in soul music, and his songs started to reflect this, which the other members couldn't stand. The group soon broke up and Weller formed "The Style Council". The Jam fans felt betrayed at the change of direction and reviled the band, which had some early success. Ultimately, The Style Council was dropped by their label in the early 90's, prompting Weller to continue as a solo act.

6.11 What is the origin of the phrase "I love a sunflower" from 'Sowing The Seeds'?

According to Roland from a Melody Maker interview:

"I love a sunflower" is a piece of graffiti on a wall near my home. I see it every day. I didn't know what to sing on a guide vocal for the track so I sang that instead of "dada dada dada". Then all of a sudden, "Sowing The Seeds" is just about to come out and the Ecology Party do really well in the Euro-elections and their emblem is the sunflower. I didn't know that, it all seems to be fitting in now. These things are synchronous.
6.12 What is 'Swords And Knives' about?

Roland and Nicky Holland wrote the song for Sid And Nancy, the film based on the relationship between Sid Vicious and his girlfriend Nancy Spungen. Metaphorically, the song is about how IV drug use can lead to violence later in life (when life begins with needles and pins, it ends with swords and knives). According to Roland, the song was ultimately rejected by the movie's creators because it "wasn't punk enough."

6.13 I hear crowd noise at the beginning of 'Year Of The Knife'. Is this a live track?

No, the crowd noise was added in the studio for effect. According to one fan, this sample was taken straight from a recording of a 1985 concert in Dallas, Texas, USA.

6.14 What is 'Famous Last Words' about?

'Famous Last Words' was written as a scenario between two lovers together on the night "the big one" goes off. This song was penned in 1986 (and inspired by The Fate Of The Earth by Jonathan Schell), before the arms reduction, when such a possibility was still fresh in people's minds. The two lovers in the song would rather spend one night together in a "real life situation", sitting by candlelight and listening to the "band that made them cry" (Roland suggests Tears For Fears) instead of panicking and running for the hills.

6.15 Who was Johnny Panic and what was his "Bible Of Dreams"?

Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams was a collection of short stories, prose, and diary excerpts from author/poet Sylvia Plath, published in 1979 and named after one of its short stories. Based on her job at the time in the records office for mental patients at the Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, this story concerns a young lady who copies out the dreams of people who come in for consultation. She is keeping a parallel book of her own at home, which she calls "Johnny Panic's Bible of Dreams," and which chronicles the domain of Johnny Panic himself, the Maker of them all. There are no obvious ties between Roland's lyrics and Plath's short story, aside from the name.

6.16 Is 'Laid So Low' about Curt?

It certainly seems that way. The bulk of the song was written after the split with Curt, and Roland admits the phrase "so low" is an intentional play on words (solo), however the chorus itself is a leftover from the Seeds Of Love sessions (released in its own right as the song 'Tears Roll Down', which was the b-side to 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love').

6.17 Who is Roland talking about in the 'Cold' lyrics?

According to Roland in the Elemental EPK, this song is the account of an encounter with a photographer in Germany that was trying to take pictures of him while he was on-stage. She was trying to get Roland's attention, but he wasn’t in the mood for photos and kept turning his face away and giving her the "cold shoulder", so to speak. He eventually received a note from her later on that said “how can someone who makes such warm music be so cold?” Hence the title of the song.

6.18 Who is Roland's "old friend Nockles" in the song 'Cold'?

Nockles is Nicky Holland, Roland's former songwriting partner.

6.19 Who is Mr. Godot as mentioned in the song 'Dog's A Best Friend's Dog'?

The lyric "Tell Mr. Godot I'm walking the dog" is a reference to the Samuel Beckett play Waiting For Godot.

6.20 Is 'Fish Out Of Water' also about Curt?

Yes. Roland has often referred to this song as his 'How Do You Sleep', in reference to the scathing song John Lennon wrote about former bandmate Paul McCartney. Curt released a formal response to this tune four years later, in the song 'Sun King' from his Mayfield album.

6.21 What is "Neptune's Kitchen" as mentioned in 'Fish Out Of Water'?

Neptune's Kitchen is Roland's home recording studio.

6.22 Where does the title 'Brian Wilson Said' come from?

According to Roland, the title is a backhanded reference to the Van Morrison song 'Jackie Wilson Said'. That particular song was written about one of Van Morrison's idols, and Roland wanted to do the same for one of his. Brian Wilson, of course, was the creative force behind The Beach Boys.

6.23 What the heck is "Schrodinger's Cat"?

You ready for this?

"Schrodinger's Cat" is a famous example used to explain quantum mechanics. Erwin Schrodinger was an Austrian physicist whose work in the 1920's centered around quantum mechanics and the attempts to develop mathematical models to describe the behavior of atomic and sub-atomic particles and to develop theories and methods to explain the behavior of light waves. He developed the quantum wavefunction equations to quantitize measurements of atomic spin (clockwise versus counter clockwise). Schrodinger developed a set of equations which seemed to accurately describe this behavior; however, he discovered that his equations also exhibited what became one of the greatest paradoxes of modern physics. This paradox was encountered when he realized that the results obtained with his equations were valid only at the exact time the measurement was taken, and could not be used to describe predictions as to the atom's behavior prior to the measurement. This also implied, since the measurements were only valid for the exact moment they were made, that measurements made immediately prior to and after the initial one could be expected to cancel each other out.  In other words, even though mathematics and logic would suggest that the before and after measurements should "average out" to something close to the actual measurement, in reality, they tended to cancel each other out and suggest the non-existence of the sample. He illustrated this concept by imagining (rather than actually doing) placing a cat in a box and closing the lid. The experiment detailed the isotope being connected to a Geiger counter. When the isotope decayed, an electrical charge was sent from the counter, causing a tube of hydrocyanic acid to break, thus killing the cat. He attempted to use his quantum wavefunction calculations to quantitize the probabilities surrounding the likelihood of the isotope decaying at a given time.  Since the isotope was isolated inside the box and thereby removed from the observer's frame of reference, the only variable influencing the inputs to the equations was the presence of the cat. Oddly enough, the results showed that the probability of the isotope decaying at any given time depended solely upon a linear supposition (math speak for an educated guess) of the only two states which the cat could exhibit: alive and dead. In other words, the probability of the cat being killed at a specific time was an "average" of a live cat and a dead one. What does this mean? That was the whole point; the results were absurd and meaningless, and therein lay the paradox of Schrodinger's cat. 

6.24 What's the story behind the 'Raoul And The Kings Of Spain' song/album title?

'Raoul And The Kings of Spain' was a conceptual title many years before it was a song, much like 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love' was a title before it was a song. "Raoul and the Kings of Spain" is a reference to Roland’s father and how he used to tell Roland and his brothers very proudly that they were related to the Presidents of Argentina (Roland doubts that this is actually true). Roland didn’t think "Raoul and the Presidents of Argentina" sounded good enough for a lyric, so he changed it to RATKOS (as detailed well on the 1995 Stephanie Miller Show in the USA).

6.25 Where does the title 'Sketches Of Pain' come from?

'Sketches Of Pain' is a play on the Miles Davis album title Sketches Of Spain.

6.26 What does "Los Reyes Católicos" mean?

Literally translated from Spanish, the phrase means "The Catholic Kings."

6.27 What is "Davy Jones' locker" as mentioned in 'Don't Drink The Water'?

The name Davy Jones dates back to at least 1751. In nautical superstition, he is the spirit of the sea; his locker is where he keeps sunken ships.

6.28 Who is Frida Kahlo as mentioned in 'Don't Drink The Water'?

Frida Kahlo was a Mexican painter whose most famous works were self-portraits. The lyric mentioning her in 'Don't Drink The Water' is likely a reference to paintings that portray her numerous miscarriages. The paintings are of herself lying naked in bed covered in blood, hence the line "when you looked like Frida Kahlo curled up in bed". She suffered many miscarriages (likely the result of a freak accident from childhood) and was never able to fulfill her dream of having a child. Recent attention has been brought to Kahlo's story through the Selma Hayek movie Frida, which is based on a biography by author Hayden Herrera.

6.29 What is 'The Madness Of Roland'?

'The Madness Of Roland' was a b-side from the 'Raoul And The Kings Of Spain' cd-single. The title may be a clever reference to the interactive computer novel of the same name, which first appeared on the market in 1992. The novel tells the legend of the Paladin Roland, Charlemagne's nephew and the most honorable knight in his service.

7. Mystery Lyrics

7.1 What is that eerie voice at the beginning of the original version of 'Pale Shelter'?

That's actually a reversed clip of Roland talking. He says:

is an amplification of the sickness in the individual…sickness in the system…

is an amplification of the sickness in the individual

7.2 Why isn't the second verse written for 'The Prisoner' sung on the album?

According to Curt, the lyric sheets for The Hurting were printed before the album version of 'The Prisoner' was fully recorded, and it turned out that the verse just didn't "fit" with the song. This verse is also absent from the original version of the song, found on the 'Pale Shelter (You Don't Give Me Love)' single.

7.3 What is that word Curt sings during the final chorus of 'Mad World'?

According to Curt, the word is actually "Hlaajean": a reference to Hlaaj, a figmentary planet that producer Chris Hughes created. Curt told this story in a 1983 interview, and he recently confirmed its accuracy. This means that the word printed in the lyrics for the Greatest Hits release ("halogeon") is incorrect.

7.4 What is being sung at the beginning of 'Pale Shelter (New Extended Version)'?

I honestly cannot tell who is singing this intro; it sounds like both Roland and Curt in parts. The lyrics go:

How can I ever know?

How can I decide when you're inside?

Won't ever let me go, how can I be sure?

7.5 What is that weird bit of singing about halfway through 'Change (Extended Version)'?

That’s actually a reversed sample of Curt singing:
You don’t give me love

7.6 What is Roland repeating in the background on 'The Way You Are'?

Til tomorrow, til tomorrow, til tomorrow, climb the ladder
7.7 Tell me about those random sound clips featured in 'The Big Chair'.

Those clips are taken directly from Sybil, the movie that inspired this song as well as the album title Songs From The Big Chair.

7.8 Tell me about those random sound clips featured in 'Empire Building'.

Those clips are taken directly from Breaker Morant, a movie about the conduct of Australian soldiers during the Boer War. Also, if you own Saturnine Martial & Lunatic, you will notice that Roland admits the song structure is almost entirely created from one 8-bit, 2-second sample of an "early Simple Minds drum intro." The song featuring this drum intro is 'Today I Died Again', from Simple Minds' third album Empires And Dance.

7.9 What in the world is all that gibberish at the beginning of ‘Broken Revisited’?

The first 1:10 of the song is simply the main vocal track from ‘We Are Broken’ slowed down, distorted & reversed. 

7.10 Is there anyone crazy enough to transcribe the full collection of lyrics and sound bites that appear in 'Mothers Talk (Beat Of The Drum Mix)'?

Of course. What else do I have to do? Actual work?

Click here.

7.11 Why does Roland shout "William!" during 'I Believe (A Soulful Re-Recording)'?

You can distinctly hear Roland yell "William!" just before the little saxophone solo in the single version of 'I Believe.' This is a shout out to the saxophonist, William Gregory.

7.12 What does Curt sing in the background during 'Head Over Heels'?

Nothing ever changes when you're acting your age

Nothing gets done when you feel like a baby

Nothing ever changes when you're acting your age

7.13 What is being chanted in Spanish during 'Listen'?

Cumple anos chica, no hay que preocuparse

Translation: Birthday girl it's not your fault. 
Another translation: Grow up (or grow older) girl; you don't have to worry (about it). 

7.14 What does Curt sing in the background during 'Woman In Chains'?

Curt sings a line that's tough to understand during the part of the song where Roland sings, "I will not accept the Greatness of Man." The best guesses I and other fans can come up with are:

Is this my world?

or

This is my song

7.15 What is the line spoken during the intro to 'Famous Last Words'?

Let's take another five minutes.

According to Roland, this was placed here as a joke, since the album obviously took a lot longer than five minutes to record!

7.16 Why did Roland sing about "Raoul And The Kings Of Spain" during performances of 'All You Need Is Love' on the Seeds Of Love tour?

Believe it or not, "Raoul And The Kings Of Spain" was actually supposed to be the title of TFF's third album. This plan was frowned upon by record company executives who felt the record should be titled after the hit single 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love', and Roland & Curt caved to the idea.

7.17 What are the lyrics to 'My Life In The Suicide Ranks'?

Your guess is as good as mine. Here is the link to what I've come up with. If you can offer corrections or suggestions, please feel free. The song was recorded straight onto tape during an improvised jam session, so it's unlikely Roland even remembers what he was singing at the time.

7.18 What is that distorted line repeated throughout the original version of 'Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams'?

The generally accepted lyric is:
I couldn't guarantee that

This isn't confirmed though, so let me know if you have a different interpretation.

7.19 What does Roland sing before the choruses in 'Cold'?

The first:

Time stood still with his fingers in his ears

Didn't want to hear it from another bunch of hollow men

And the second:

King got caught with his fingers in the till

Where's your calculator, will you leave it in your will?

The "King" referenced here is likely Paul King, TFF's former manager who declared bankruptcy in 1990.

7.20 What is spoken at the end of 'Bloodletting Go'?

As the song fades out, Roland is asking for a chord. "A minor?" Someone replies, "That's it."

7.21 What is the line repeated at the beginning and end of 'Schrodinger's Cat'?

Roland was once asked about this, and he confirmed that this is indeed a distorted voice saying the line:

Last train to Norwich

7.22 Does Roland really sing "I love the devil" in 'Elemental'?

Heh. This is a fun one.

No, Roland does not sing "I love the devil." This question was first posed on the TFF mailing list way back in 1994 when an astute fan noticed a lyric similar to this while listening to the 'Elemental (Sons Of August Mix)'. A flame war quickly ensued when other fans became enraged that anyone would dare make such a suggestion. As it turns out, the line in question is no more than a bit of studio trickery: a reversed sample of the "put your loving arms around" lyric found throughout 'Elemental'. It can be heard in the album version of the song, but is much more audible in the remix.

7.23 What is all that talking in the background on Roland’s cover of ‘Ashes To Ashes’?

At times, Roland is apparently just repeating the lyrics, but at 1:22 into the song he clearly says:

Schrodinger’s cat is dead to the world

A direct reference to the b-side that wouldn’t be released until a year after this song’s recording!

8. Chart Positions

8.1 Can you list the peak chart positions for all TFF singles and albums?

Probably not, but I can try! If you can help with this list, please let me know.

  dnc = did not chart
ac = adult contemporary

Commercial Singles:
Suffer The Children (Original Release)

UK dnc

Pale Shelter (Original Release)


UK 193
Mad World





UK 3 | US dnc | Germany ?
Change






UK 4 | US 73 | Germany ?
Pale Shelter (New Version)



UK 5 | Germany ?
The Way You Are




UK 24 | Germany ?
Mothers Talk





UK 14 | US 27 | Germany ?
Shout






UK 4 | US 1 | Australia 1 | Germany 1 | Switzerlnd 1
Everybody Wants To Rule The World


UK 2 | US 1 | Germany 11 | Switzerland 13
Head Over Heels




UK 12 | US 3 | Germany ?
Suffer The Children (Re-Release)


UK 52
Pale Shelter (Re-Release)



UK 73
I Believe





UK 23
Everybody Wants To Run The World


UK 5
Sowing The Seeds Of Love



UK 5 | US 2 | Germany 11 | Switzerland 11
Woman In Chains (Original Release)


UK 26 | US 36 | Germany ?
Advice For The Young At Heart



UK 36 | US 89 | Germany ?
Famous Last Words




UK 83
Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams


UK 70
Laid So Low (Tears Roll Down)



UK 17 | US dnc | Germany ?
Woman In Chains (Re-Release)



UK 57
Break It Down Again




UK 20 | US 25 | Germany ?
Cold






UK 72
Goodnight Song





US dnc
Elemental





US dnc
Raoul And The Kings Of Spain



UK 31 | Germany ?
God's Mistake





UK 61 | US 102
Secrets






US dnc

Closest Thing To Heaven



UK 40

Everybody Loves A Happy Ending / Call Me Mellow
UK 102
Radio Singles (US Billboard Airplay):

Change





mainstream rock 22
Everybody Wants To Rule The World

ac 2 | mainstream rock 2 | club play 1
Shout





mainstream rock 6 | club play 1 | r&b 56
Head Over Heels



ac 5 | mainstream rock 7
Sowing The Seeds Of Love


ac 29 | mainstream rock 4 | modern rock 1
Woman In Chains



modern rock 27
Advice For The Young At Heart


ac 24
Laid So Low




modern rock 10
Break It Down Again



ac 25 | top 40 mainstream 10 | modern rock 1

Call Me Mellow




adult top 40 28

Albums:

The Hurting




UK 1 | US 73
Songs From The Big Chair


UK 2 | US 1 | Switzerland 5
The Seeds Of Love



UK 1 | US 8 | Switzerland 8
Tears Roll Down (Greatest Hits 82-92)

UK 2 | US 53 | Switzerland 14
Elemental




UK 5 | US 45 | Switzerland 24
Raoul And The Kings Of Spain


UK 41 | US 79 | Switzerland 42
Saturnine Martial & Lunatic


UK dnc | US dnc

Everybody Loves A Happy Ending

UK 45 | US 46

Graduate Releases:

Elvis Should Play Ska (Single)

UK 106

Acting My Age (Album)



UK dnc

To my knowledge, none of Curt or Roland's solo releases charted.

9. The Videos

9.1 How many home video releases have Tears For Fears issued?

TFF have issued six videos on VHS. They are:

· Tears For Fears: The Videosingles (1983) [USA release was titled Video 45]

· In My Mind's Eye (1984)

· Scenes From The Big Chair (1985)

· Sowing The Seeds (1989)

· Going To California (1990)

· Tears Roll Down (Greatest Hits 82-92) (1992).

All but the The Videosingles and Sowing The Seeds have turned up on unofficial "Video-CDs" in recent days.

Four releases are also now available on DVD. They are:

· Tears Roll Down (Greatest Hits 82-92) (2003)

· The Best Of Tears For Fears: The DVD Collection (2004)

· Classic Tears For Fears (2005)
· Scenes From The Big Chair (2005)
9.2 How many promotional videos have Tears For Fears made?

By my count there are 28, including the video for 'Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams'. They are:

· Mad World (1982)

· Change (1983)

· Pale Shelter (1983)

· The Way You Are (1983)

· Mothers Talk (Version 1) (1984)

· Mothers Talk (Version 2) (1984)

· Shout (1984)

· Everybody Wants To Rule The World (1985)

· Head Over Heels (1985)

· I Believe (1985)

· Mothers Talk (Version 3) (1986)

· Everybody Wants To Run The World (1986)

· Sowing The Seeds Of Love (1989)

· Tears Roll Down (1989)

· Woman In Chains (1989)

· Advice For The Young At Heart (1990)

· Famous Last Words (1990)

· Johnny Panic And The Bible Of Dreams (1991)

· Laid So Low (Tears Roll Down) (1992)

· Break It Down Again (1993)

· Cold (1993)

· Goodnight Song (1993)

· Elemental (1994)

· Raoul And The Kings Of Spain (1995)

· God's Mistake (1995)

· Secrets (Version 1) (1995)

· Secrets (Version 2) (1996)

· Closest Thing To Heaven (2005)

14 of these (half) have never been released commercially, making them very hard to find.

9.3 Did Roland and Curt make any solo videos?

Yes they did! Curt has made four promo videos to my knowledge, and Roland has made one. They are:

Curt Smith:

· Calling Out (1993)

· Words (1994)

· Reach Out (1998)

· Addict (2003)

Roland Orzabal:

· Low Life (2001)

Neither Roland or Curt has issued a live or compilation video commercially, although the 'Low Life' video was available on the 'For The Love Of Cain' cd-single.

9.4 Have Roland or Curt appeared in other artists' videos?

Roland did appear in one of three promotional videos made for the Oleta Adams song 'Rhythm of Life'. Curt appeared in the video for the charity single 'Sailing' by the "Rock Against Repatriation" supergroup in 1990. Those are the only two I know of, although a Songs From The Big Chair poster appears conspicuously in one of the Mr. Mister videos ('Kyrie' I think)!

9.5 Who is that dancing as if fending off a swarm of killer bees in the 'Mad World' video?

That would be Roland, and he's done that same "dance" in concert before as well. I'm not entirely sure why.

9.6 Where was the 'Pale Shelter' video filmed?

Some fans (myself included) have mistakenly thought this video was filmed in London, when it was actually shot in and around Los Angeles, California, USA. The scene with the traffic cop was filmed at the corner of Sepulveda and Manchester in Westchester. That funny building is the Loyola Theater, now the Loyola Professional Building. The airport is LAX.

9.7 Who is the woman in the video for 'The Way You Are'?

This was a photographer friend of Curt's. There's a good story behind why she was chosen, but no one seems to remember what Curt said.

9.8 Why are there three different videos for 'Mothers Talk'?

(Version 1) and (Version 2) were made for the UK and European markets in 1984. Roland and Curt were extremely unhappy with the first version, and enlisted the help of director Nigel Dick to redo the video. Stills from Dick's (Version 2) are featured in the Songs From The Big Chair liner notes. Dick would go on to work with TFF on five more music videos. (Version 3) was constructed around the US Remix, and was released in the states in 1986.

9.9 I heard there is a second video for 'Shout'. Is this true?

No. The band had tossed around the idea of redoing the 'Shout' video for its American single release, but this was never carried out.

9.10 Tell me about the 'Head Over Heels' video!
The 'Head Over Heels' music video was filmed during several days at the Emmanual College Library in Toronto, Canada in May 1985 whilst Roland and Curt were there on the Big Chair tour. It was directed by Nigel Dick. The basic premise of the video is that Roland falls madly in love with a simple-appearing, home-body librarian (played by local model Joan Densmore) while his band-mates clown around. The video itself falls quite in-line with the duo's personalities. "They are very natural, rather funny, pleasant people. They have a warmth. Everyone has friends like them," said Nigel Dick during a break in the Head Over Heals filming. Nigel captured this well in this video. And as Roland says, "most people get (their) videos wrong." Roland and Curt want their videos to reflect who they are. "We're just selling normality really," continues Roland. Everyone's favorite part was filming with the chimpanzee, Zippy. During one scene, Roland was horsing around and the chimp looked at Roland and stuck his tongue out because "he knew I was taking the Mickey."

9.11 What's the story behind the 'I Believe' video?

The picture sleeve for the 'I Believe' single featured a photo Roland shot of himself in the window of a hotel room. TFF decided to do a video for the song based on that photo, and what you see is the successful result. This clip was shot in an airplane hangar in Seattle, Washington, USA in the midst of the Big Chair tour.

9.12 Who is the floating woman in the 'Sowing The Seeds Of Love' video?

That would be Caroline Orzabal, Roland's wife. Caroline also appears painting some murals in 'Secrets (Version 2)'

9.13 Why are there two videos for 'Secrets'?

(Version 1) was shot in late 1995, but Roland simply wasn't happy with it. He ended up shooting (Version 2) – a collage of people's faces interspersed with shots of himself and his family – on his own. (Version 1) was supposedly never released, but I can confirm that it did find its way onto at least one promotional compilation.

9.14 What the heck are these "CD-Video" things I've seen?

In 1988, Philips introduced the CD-Video format. The system consisted of 5" (12 cm.) compact discs that could hold one videoclip and a maximum of 20 minutes of audio, 8" discs (20 cm.) that could hold 30 minutes of video on each side, and 12" (30 cm.) discs that could hold 60 minutes of video on each side. All CDVs were gold coloured to indicate the difference between audio and video discs. This format paired analog video with digital audio. Unfortunately the system wasn't very successful, and the 5" CDV singles died a slow death by 1990. However, the 12" discs stayed and became known as LaserDisc. These are not to be confused with the "VideoCD" format, which has come about more recently. VideoCD discs feature both digital audio and video (the video compression is a notch lower than that of DVD video) and can be played in a standard CD-Rom drive. CDVs can only be played in certain types of LaserDisc players.

There have been six Tears For Fears singles released on 5" CD-Video disc.  They are:

· Shout (1988)

· Everybody Wants To Rule The World (1988)

· Head Over Heels (1988)

· I Believe (1988)

· Sowing The Seeds Of Love (1989)

· Woman In Chains (1989)
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